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ABSTRACT
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Submission process and deadline
· All abstracts must be submitted online through the congress website. No other method of submission will be accepted.
· Abstracts are submitted for consideration for poster and/or oral presentations. You will be invited to submit your abstract under specific congress topics. Please select the topic that most closely fits the content of your abstract. You cannot submit the same abstract under multiple topics. 
· Modification and corrections to abstracts will be accepted until the submission closing date. 
· When your abstract is accepted, you must agree to attend the congress.
· Early bird registration will remain open to allow authors to register at reduced rates following notification of initial abstract acceptance. See the congress website for details.
· Only accepted submissions will be published as congress abstracts.
· Each abstract can only be submitted to either the FESSH or EFSHT congress, not both. You will be prompted to select FESSH or EFSHT when you begin the online abstract submission process. You may submit multiple abstracts to either congress. 



Size, structure and content
· The abstract is usually limited to 500 words, not including the title. Please see the website for specific congress details.  
· The abstract has to contain all relevant data. Detailed description of abstract structure and content requirements can be found in the document “How to write an abstract”. Please read this document carefully. 
· To assure anonymous handling, do not mention the names of authors, hospitals or other identifiers in the abstract text. 
· Only plain text is allowed: do not use tables, tabs, bullet points or any other formatting. 
· Avoid using abbreviations. If required, please define on first use.


Publication and presentation
· The language of submission and presentation is English.
· All accepted abstracts will be published online. All authors must give their consent for the abstract to be submitted, presented and published. 
· Results that have previously been presented at EFSHT/FESSH cannot be submitted again.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]You must select your preference for either an oral or a poster presentation. If your abstract is not selected for an oral presentation you may be offered the option of presenting your work as a poster. 
· Posters will be presented as e-Posters on digital terminals in the exhibition area. 

· Abstracts should report studies or reviews that are completed or will be completed at time of the congress. Abstracts for protocols or research plans are not accepted. 
· Conflict of interest information must be provided for any commercial or financial interests that relate to the research. This should be included in the abstract submission. A disclosure form will be sent to the submitting author who is responsible for obtaining conflict of interest information from all authors.


Abstract review criteria and process
· Submitted abstracts will be reviewed anonymously by the EFSHT Scientific Committee. 
· Reviewers will be blinded to author(s) name, profession and location. As mentioned above, it is important that no identifiable information is mentioned within the body of the abstract.
· Non-blinded abstracts will not be reviewed.
· All abstracts will be evaluated on the following criteria:
· Structure of written abstract
· Quality of the study 
· Clinical relevance
· Abstracts that do not meet the submission criteria (e.g. duplicate submission for the same congress, not anonymised etc.) will be rejected.
· Email notifications of acceptance or rejection will be sent after all reviews are complete. 
· Oral presentations will be scheduled within sessions that most closely align with the topic area. All authors will receive timely information about the final oral presentation guidelines, including time allotted for speaking and location of poster displays.
· Acceptance of an abstract does not imply funding or reimbursement of any costs associated with presenting at the congress such as travel, accommodation or registration. 
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